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the United States and the European Union through the United Nations
and ideally Latin American countries as well. If no progress is made in
peace negotiations, military action would be directed at the holdout
party. This approach would give the supreme commanders in each
insurgent group an incentive to apply their own pressures to clean their
own ranks of uncooperative elements in order to seek political office by
winning elections.

Finally, U.S.-backed policy must address the social causes of the
Colombian conflict as well as the drug-related sources feeding the in-
surgency. Colombia may prove to be a lost cause, but it needn’t be. An
integrated program will require serious, committed, honest, and objec-
tive calculated international support on all levels, not just the criticism
and procrastination that have been common up to now. It will also
require the support of frustrated Colombians. Failure will make inevi-
table the continuing deterioration of the social fabric and state legiti-
macy in Colombia and the spread of such decay to much of the rest of

the hemisphere.
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