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suggested and then withdrew would have cost Americans about $180
billion per year. If preventing a rise in disease in poor countries were
the purpose of restricting emissions, then it would be much more effec-
tive to deal with that problem directly than to put constraints on our
energy use. Spending only one-tenth of that amount to provide clean
water or mosquito netting would contribute far more to the world’s

health than attempting to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

CONCLUSIONS

Fears of health effects from global warming are overblown and highly
speculative. Those who want to reduce greenhouse gases have resorted
to scare tactics. In truth the health and well-being of people in rich
countries will be largely unaffected by global warming should it occur.
The effect of climate change on even poor countries will be small.
Warming will be minor in tropical areas, and most diseases are related
more to income than to climate.

However, abiding by the Kyoto Protocol will hurt people’s health.
[t will make them poorer. Even though they are exempted from the
protocol’s provisions, Third World countries would be harshly affected
by a poorer West. Moreover, as is well known, the Kyoto treaty will
neither stop the buildup of greenhouse gases nor prevent climate
change. To reduce carbon dioxide emissions, more drastic steps will be
necessary. Some believe that, in order to stabilize the climate, our use
of fossil fuels must be cut by more than 60 percent. That would certainly
be disastrous for mankind, far worse than any climate change. Global
warming would have minimal effects on human health and life expec-

tancy. Kyoto kills; climate change does not.
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