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William Perry served as U.S. secretary of defense from
1994 to 1997. He previously served as deputy secretary of
defense, 1993 to 1994, and as undersecretary of defense for
research and engineering, 1977 to 1981. In addition to his
Hoover appointment, he holds an endowed professorship at
Stanford University, with a joint appointment in the
School of Engineering and the Institute for International
Studies. In 1998, he was named North Korea policy
coordinator for the United States. His most recent book,
with Ashton B. Carter, is Preventive Defense: A New Security
Strategy for America (1999). The holder of a Ph.D. in
mathematics from the University of Pennsylvania, he has
received many awards, including the Presidential Medal of
Freedom. He is a member of the National Academy of
Engineering and the American Academy of Arts and

Sciences.

HOOVER INSTITUTION
www.hoover.org



