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In 1958, as a taxicab driver in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, I had the
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made the wisest decision of my life: I married Connie. A few days
after Christmas 2007, having been married nearly forty-eight years,
Mrs. Williams passed away. I have never had so much sorrow or been
as lonely.

In my less sorrowful moments, 1 console myself by saying, “We
had a good ride.” We lived up to the vow our minister read to us: “To
have and to hold, from this day forward, for better, for worse, for
richer, for poorer, in sickness or in health, to love and to cherish 'till
death do us part.” When we married, neither one of us had much to
speak of except determination and a willingness to make the kind of
sacrifices that ultimately enabled us to have a good life with luxuries
that would have been only a dream in 1960. Topping that, Mrs. Wil-
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help me learn statistical techniques.
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